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Minutes of the Stated Winter Meeting of the Presbytery of Utah 
March 8, 2025 

 
The Presbytery meeting was held in person at Cottonwood Presbyterian Church.  Participants received 
documents and instructions prior to the meeting.   
 
CLP Bobbie Ramer, Moderator opened the meeting with prayer at 9:34 am. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The roll was called and the Stated Clerk declared a quorum present. 
 

Teaching Elders      

P = Present               E = Excused               A = Absent  

 March July November   

Allen, Noel E     

Annunciacao, Gerson E     

Bartlett, Jan E  
 

   

Clang, Michael E     

Clingan, Ralph P     

Cormack-Hughes, Nancy E     

Delong, Stan P     

Draskovic, Jon P     

Eddy, Robyn P     

Fleishman, Andrew P     

Forbes, Derek P     

Haas, Daniel A     

Haas-Melchior, Mirjam P     

Hall, Monica A     

Hammond, Alan E     

Han, ManSik A     

Hughes, Phil E     

Imperiale, Mike E     

Jean-Mary, Michelle P     

Kalvesmaki, Ken E     

Lee, David E     

Lee, Irene Pak P     

Lower, George E 
 

    

Magill, Breanne E     

Memmott, Virginia E     

Moler, Martha P     

Myers-Tegeder, Christine E     

O’Dowd, Andrew P     

Pritchett, Chris E     

Putnam-Netto, Catherine E     

Sautter, Nathan P     

Schreiber, Catherine E     
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Sheldon, Bob      

Teaching Elders (cont.) March July November   

Silliman, Jeff P     

Stellmon, David E     

Tracy, Ken E     

Wendlandt, Hansen P     

White, Jamie P     

Wipperman, Scott P     

Wood, Laura E     
 
 
 

Ruling Elder Commissioners   

 March July November  

American Fork Pamela Spitzer    

Brigham City Barbara Findley    

Cedar City None    

Delta None    

Kanab None    

Logan None    

Ogden Christian Shelly Oda  
 

  

Ogden First Jim Sweet 
 

   

Ogden Trinity Marlene Waters    

Richfield Ken Elmore    

SLC Cottonwood Barbara White    

SLC First Carolyn Chase    

SLC Japanese Nancy Umemura    

SLC Korean None    

SLC Mt. Olympus Carol Day    

SLC Wasatch Jackie Solon    

Sandy Community of 
Grace 

Lynn Erickson    

Springville Barbara Walsh    

St. George Good Shepherd Ruthanne Skinner    

Preston None    
 
 

Other Elder Commissioners   

P = Present               E = Excused               A = Absent   

Commissioner Position Commissioner Name March July November 

Stated Clerk Candice Sweet P   

Treasurer Tim Fluetsch P   

     

Other Elder Commissioners (cont.)   

Moderator, Presbytery of 
Utah 

Bobbie Ramer See CLPs   

Moderator, Coordinating 
Council 

Derek Forbes See Clergy   

Moderator, Presbyterian 
Women 

Loyda Kyremes P   

RE Member of Council Lonnie Baskett E   

RE Member of Council Jeremy Cunnigham P   
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CLPs / CREs March July November    

P = Present               E = Excused               A = Absent   

Collins, Marilynn A      

Day, Evan P      

Probasco, Kirk A      

Ramer, Bobbie P      

Skogrand, Linda E      

Stirba, Peter E      

       

Candidates / Inquirers March November     

P = Present               E = Excused               A = Absent   

Bruinwood, Kelsey A      

McClure, Jared A      

Newport, Teresa A      

Puckett, Gavin A      

       

       

Guests and Other 
Attendants 

Affiliation   

Melissa Piercy    

Aloha Whitney Trinity   

Kristin Leucht Board of Pensions   

Pat Holmes  Community of Grace   

Eric Grey First Pres Salt Lake   

Robert Higgins First Pres Salt Lake   

    

    

    

      

Staff March July November    

Broadwell, Jennifer P P     

Wiley-Drake, Nate P P     

 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion to approve agenda as written 
MSP 
 
Land Acknowledgement – Read by Bobbie Ramer 
 
SEATING NEW/CORRESPONDING MEMBERS: 
  Ruthann Skinner, Good Shephard 
  Jim Sweet, First Pres Ogden 
  Barbara Walsh, Springville 
  Kristin Leucht, Board of Pensions 

Carol Day, Moderator, Matthew 25 Working Group 
MSP 



1535 
 

Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Utah  March 8, 2025 

 
Vote to Commission CLPS: 
Move to approve Marilynn Collins, Evan Day, Kirk Probasco, Peter Stirba, Bobbie Ramer, and Linda Skogrand 
for three- year terms. 
Approved 
 
WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER- Rev. Mirjam Haas-Melchior 
 
Education – Care Communities 
Amy from Utah Foster care shared what care communities are and how people can get involved. 
 
Business: 
Proposed Amendments to the Constitution: 
Video was shared describing how to deliberate on the amendments. 
Motion to approve the amendments to the book of order 
MSP 
 
REPORTS: 
 
Coordinating Council: 
The coordinating council met on December 5th, 2024, and again on January 30th, 2025. 
Follow-ups were heard on behalf of the Presbytery staff regarding the ending of the office lease and beginning 
of the new ‘work-from-home’ set-up. A few changes will be made to help our staff as they need at their home 
offices. 
 
Committee on Ministry Report: 
The Committee On Ministry last met on February 13, 2025 

At that meeting COM acted to: 

• It is Moved to recommend the Presbytery recommission CLP’s: Marilynn Collins, Evan Day, Kirk 

Probasco, Peter Stirba, Bobbie Ramer and Linda Skogrand for three- year terms.  

• Reviewed and assigned for care the retired clergy and those clergy currently serving in non-parish 

positions. 

• Approved the Honorable Retirement of the Rev. Dr. Ralph Clingan, effective June 30, 2025. 

• Committee On Ministry will next meet March 13, 2025 

 
Committee on Preparations for Ministry: 
Eric Gray met with the committee in February 2025 to become an inquirer and begin the 
ordination process. The committee approved his request, and Eric is under care at First Pres 
SLC where he is also a Deacon and participates in the men’s Bible study. He will begin 
seminary at Duke Divinity school this coming fall. 
Robby Higgins an Inquirer under care of FPC Salt Lake and had his annual consultation with the 
committee at our February meeting. He continues his studies at Dubuque Seminary and the 
next step is for him to have his Psychological Evaluation. 
April Hewes a Candidate under care of Wasatch Pres had her annual consultation and she 
continues her work at Redlands University and preparation to take the ordination exams. 
Kelsey Bruinwood a Candidate under care of Community of Grace will begin preparing for 
ordination exams and planning for her CPE requirement. 
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Gavin Puckett started his studies at Louisville 
Jared McClure continues his studies at Pittsburgh Seminary 
 
Report of the Committee on Nominations and Representation: 
The committee recommends the following slate of officers for the Presbytery of Utah” 
Vice Moderator of the Presbytery: Rev. Michelle Jean Mary 
Coordinating Council: Rev. Hansen Wendlandt class of 2027, RE Barbara Findlay class of 2027 
Synod Commissioner: RE Barbara Walsh class of 2026 
MSP to approve the nominations as CNR presented them. 
 
Applications will be sent out to be commissioners for the upcoming General Assembly in Milwaukee. The 
applications are due before our next Presbytery meeting.  
 
Youth of Utah Presbytery Report: 
We recently had a successful youth event in February at Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church. 
There were around twenty youth from five different churches plus leaders in attendance. We 
began the weekend in service at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Community Center in their kitchen 
preparing meals for the unhoused population. Once returning to Mt. Olympus, games were played, a 
devotional and sing-a-long was held, and then more games were played. It was a great 
experience and I enjoyed seeing how the youth made fast friends. 
Plans are in the works for the next YUP event to be held at First Pres. Logan in May. Triennium 
is coming up this summer and a delegation of twenty youth and four leaders will be heading to 
Louisville, Kentucky along with thousands of other Presbyterians for the first Triennium event 
that’s been held since Covid interrupted our regular way of doing things. This year the event will 
be held at the Kentucky International Conventional Center and we’ll explore the theme of “As If 
We Were Dreaming”, through four days of worship, recreation, bible study, outreach and faith 
formation. 
I continue to be in awe of our youth and their willingness to serve without complaint. I’ve been 
very blessed to meet, work and play with the YUP and look forward to more adventures in the 
future. 
Praise be to God! 
- Nate Wiley-Drake 
 
Innovative Outreach Work Group:  
Jon Draskovic shared that this was formerly known as the New Worshiping Communities and that this group 
will now be Innovative Outreach Working Group. This is a shift to include all congregations in worship as well 
as continuing to support new worshiping communities. 
New, imaginative, and outward facing.  
Robyn Eddy provided an update on how the OARS (open, authentic, relevant and spiritual) group is doing. This 
started in September of 2023 and have 12-15 participants each week. They received a 10K grant from the 
PC(USA). They are growing into St. George. Exploring creating additional safe space through a DEI focused 
drop-in center. Continuing to build their core dinner and Discussion group. Increasing opportunities for young 
adults to connect through service and fellowship.  
 
Matthew 25 Working Group Report to Presbytery 
Matthew 25:37: ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
38 
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39  
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
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Souper Bowl of Caring at least 4 congregations have joined in the effort to tackle hunger. The winner was 
Richfield, second was Springville, and third place was OCC. 
Utah Presbytery as Matthew 25 will have a booth in the Utah Pride festival and march in the Pride Parade. 
Festival Hours will be: Saturday, June 7th, 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM Sunday, June 8th, 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM.  Please 
contact Megan Judkins megan.judkins@gmail.com to take a shift at the booth, contribute to the resources in 
the booth and or march in the parade.   
Our group is struggling together to act in a climate of chaos.   We hold several issues as important but want to 
do justice to one at a time. The  emphasis of “Navigating the complexities of being a colonial Church on sacred 
Indigenous land: learning, acknowledging, and acting.” is one that we are holding in reserve.  Immigration and 
the dignity, wholeness and respect for the refugee is another.  Our working group agreed to rely on our sisters 
and brothers in the Presbytery to focus on these.  Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Rocky Mountains 
will be gathering to learn about how we can walk alongside Indigenous peoples June 20-22 2025. 
We are focusing on developing a safe community environment for the three Lament and Pray groups: Black 
Indigenous People of Color, Neurodiverse, and LGBTQAI+ .   In this effort we will hone respectful leadership 
skills using Eric Law’s books The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb",The  Bush Was Blazing But Not Consumed.   
In an effort to communicate the work of this group to each congregation please look for a person in your 
church to be in the Matthew 25 working group.  Our goal is to take this movement into the mission work of 
your congregation and off the shoulders of your pastor.   
This is a view of the Matthew 25 movement from a Presbytery perspective. There are a multitude of ways that 
the call to feed, invite, clothe, visit are being manifested in the pulpits, pews, minds, hearts, hands and feet of 
our blessed community. 
 
Matthew 25 Working Group 
Carol Day, Loyda Kyremes, Bobbie Ramer, Ami Noshiravan, Rev. Dr Mirjam Haas-Melchior, Micah Mahaney, 
Megan Judkins, Melody Oliphant 
 
Presbyterian Women 
This is the year of our PW Synod triennial Gathering. We are planning around the issue of walking alongside 
the Native American sisters and meeting at the Southern Ute reservation in Ignacio Colorado. Our keynote 
speakers will be Rev. Dr. Irv Porter Rev. PCUSA Associate for Native American Intercultural Congregational 
Support, Judy Wellington Grand Canyon Presbytery PW Board Native American Representative at Large. We 
will have workshops on PW United States Mission Experience to the US Border, Ancestral Winds Building 
Reliance/ missing and murdered indigenous women, RED, Commission on the Status of Women. All are 
welcome to join us. We are also developing a Red Team for our synod. Red team members are available to 
lead dialogues throughout the synod. 
RED Team for the Synod of the Rocky Mountains: PWP Utah-Carol Day Loyda Kyremes, Aloha Whitney, Lynn 
Erickson PWP Wyoming Jane Iddings PWP Colorado (Western) Carolynn McBurney (Denver) Vicki Terry, 
Wanda Beauman, June Scott PWP Plains and Peaks Carol Heltenberg Brenda Beilel. Carol Day and June Scott 
are the leaders of the RED team. 
The purpose of the PW Racial Ethnic Dialog (RED) in the Synod of the Rocky Mountains is to fulfill the PW 
purpose by “building an inclusive caring community” through the use of dialogue as a tool for building 
relationships among and between women from different racial ethnic groups. We met on: 10/12/24. We did 
the Circle dialog activity by Zoom. We were able to delve more deeply into our relationships with one another. 
Some members had never met before, but even the ones who knew each other learned more about each 
person to a deeper level. We joined the Justice and Peace Book review of the book “Searching for Savanna” by 
Mona Gable on November 11, 2024. This helped us to become more aware of the plight of Native American 
women. We discussed the Synod of the Rockies Gathering in June 2025 which will be held in Ignacio, Colorado 
at a Native American Hotel where the focus will be on Racism against Native Americans, women in particular. 
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This is at the Synod Level. Gatherings happen in each Presbytery as well as Circles in local congregations. The 
Horizon's Bible Study this year is on Environmental Justice. These women are working in their church and 
community to fulfill the PW Purpose: PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN PURPOSE Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus 
Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves 
• to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, 
• to support the mission of the church worldwide, 
• to work for justice and peace, and 
• to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. 
Carol Day 
 
Finance and Treasurer’s Report 
Tim Shared that we are on track and met our budget goals. We lost $55,000 last year. Over the last 4 years our 
deficits have been increasing. Over time we will need to figure out ways to decrease our operating expenses 
and generate more revenue. 
The IRS mileage is .70 we will reimburse 0.70 after the first 50 miles.  
Tim asked if there were any questions. There were none. 
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Executive Presbyter report  
Friends, fellow justice seekers, and peacemakers, 
Though 2025 is just over two months old, it feels like we are being called more than ever to demonstrate and 
witness God’s love and justice. In my speech from November 2024, shortly after the election, I predicted that 
the new Administration would keep us on our toes – and indeed, there is much work to be done. Referencing 
the Barmen Theological Declaration, we are called more than ever to confess, profess, and declare God’s 
unconditional love to everyone in our community, in the state of Utah, and beyond. This is not the time to 
remain silent. I see a lot of potential within our ecumenical communities to work towards helping our 
immigrant neighbors. There is much happening, and gathering information and resources, connecting, and 
networking is a significant part of my current ministry. After four years focused on the General Assembly, I am 
now refocusing on our relationships with the churches. This year, I am intentionally trying to connect and visit 
congregations to worship with them, listen to their wonderful ministries, and be attentive to any concerns they 
may have. Part of my call is to establish and deepen good relationships, and I look forward to engaging more 
deeply in this aspect of my ministry again. 2024 was a very exhausting year for me and my family. I was 
hopeful that 2025 would be easier and more life-giving than the previous year. However, life never stands still. 
It is like the ongoing roaring of waves – they come, recede, and come back again. I made a very quick trip to 
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Germany to meet with two terminally ill family members who are very close to me. Life has been good to 
them, and they have lived long and full lives. However, it is never easy to say goodbye to those we love, even 
in full gratitude. So, I ask for your prayers and understanding as I may need to take family leave to travel to 
Germany to be with my family and conduct the funerals. I am deeply grateful for God’s work in and through 
me. I am grateful to serve you and your congregations in this beautiful place. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Mirjam Haas-Melchior 
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Stated Clerks Report: 
The Church Statistics season is now closed with all churches except the Korean Church reporting their 
statistical information. Many thanks to the clerks for their dedication to this work. 
All Presbytery year end reports the clerk is responsible for have been completed and filed with the Office of 
the General Assembly. 
The following churches did not send a commissioner to Presbytery Meetings in 2024: 
Delta, Kanab, Salt Lake Korean, St. George, Preston, and Mt. Olympus 
 
The Administrative Commission to Install Reverand Irene Pak Lee as Pastor of Wasatch Presbyterian Church in 
the Presbytery of Utah met on November 24, 2024, in Salt Lake City. 
The meeting convened with prayer led by Reverend Derek Forbes, Moderator. 
Members of the Administrative Commission present were: 
 Rev. Derek Forbes, Moderator RE Stacee Riekhof 
 Rev. Nathan Sautter RE Debbie Davis 
 Rev. Andrew Fleischman 
It was voted: 

1. To convene the Administrative Commission and authorize the Moderator to submit the report of the 
Administrative Commission to the Stated Clerk. 

2. To approve any changes in the Administrative Commission and/or participants in the service. 
3. To dissolve the Administrative Commission following the benediction at the end of the installation 

service. 
The Administrative Commission to Ordain and Install Joseph Bagdanov as Associate Pastor of Salt Lake First 
Presbyterian Church in the Presbytery of Utah met on December 1, 2024, in Salt Lake City. 
The meeting convened with prayer led by Reverend Derek Forbes, Moderator. 
Members of the Administrative Commission present were: 
 Rev. Jamie White Rev. Chris Pritchett 
 Rev. Nathan Sautter Rev. Bre Magill 
 RE Bev Simpson RE Letty Workman 
 RE Christine Gibbs RE Wayne Simpson 
 Rev. Derek Forbes, Moderator 
It was voted: 

1. To convene the Administrative Commission and authorize the Moderator to submit the report of the 
Administrative Commission to the Stated Clerk. 

2. To approve any changes in the Administrative Commission and/or participants in the service. 
3. To dissolve the Administrative Commission following the benediction at the end of the installation 

service. 
The Administrative Commission to Install Reverand Andrew Fleischman as Pastor of Japanese Church of Christ 
in the Presbytery of Utah met on February 23, 2025, in Salt Lake City. 
The meeting convened with prayer led by Ruling Elder Bobbie Ramer, Moderator. 
Members of the Administrative Commission present were: 
 RE Bobbie Ramer, Moderator Rev. Irene Pak Lee 
 RE Jakie Solon RE Steve Fukumitsu 
 Rev. Dr. Mirjam Haas Melchior Rev. Ginger Memmott 
 RE Lynne Wood 
It was voted: 

1. To convene the Administrative Commission and authorize the Moderator to submit the report of the 
Administrative Commission to the Stated Clerk. 

2. To approve any changes in the Administrative Commission and/or participants in the service. 
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3. To dissolve the Administrative Commission following the benediction at the end of the installation 
service. 

Looking ahead – the Committee on Nominations and Representation will be sending out nomination forms in 
the coming months for nominations for commissioners and a youth advisory delegate to the 227th General 
Assembly to be held next year in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Consider if this is a way that you feel called to serve 
the wider church; if you have any questions, please let me know. 
Candice Sweet 
Stated Clerk 
 
January 1 – December 31, 2024 
Ministers Dismissed to other Presbyteries 0 
Ministers Received from other Presbyteries 1 
Irene Pak 
Ministers Ordained by this Presbytery 1 
Joseph Bagdanov 
Ministers – Number of Installations 2 
Joseph Bagdanov 
Irene Pak 
Ministers Dismissed to other Denominations 0 
Minister Necrology Report 1 
Richard Scott 
Ministers Received from other Denominations 1 
Daniel Haas 
Ministers Removed from the Rolls 0 
Temporary Members Removed 0 
Ministers on the Roll 
Noel Allen H Retired 
Gerson Annunciacao H Retired 
Joseph Bagdanov Validated Ministry 
Jan Bartlett H Retired 
Gordon Butcher H Retired 
Michael Clang Validated Ministry 
Ralph Clingan Validated Ministry 
Nancy Cormack-Hughes Validated Ministry 
Stan DeLong H Retired 
Jon Draskovic Validated Ministry 
Robyn Eddy Validated Ministry 
Andrew Fleishman Validated Ministry 
Derek Forbes Validated Ministry 
Daniel Haas Validated Ministry 
Mirjam Haas-Melchior Validated Ministry 
Monica Hall Validated Ministry 
Alan Hammond H Retired 
Man Sik Han Validated Ministry 
Timm High Validated Ministry 
Philip Hughes Validated Ministry 
Michael Imperiale H Retired 
Michelle Jean-Mary Validated Ministry 
Kenyon Kalvesmaki H Retired 
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David Lee H Retired 
George Lower H Retired 
Breanne Magill Validated Ministry 
Virginia Memmott H Retired 
Martha Moler Validated Ministry 
Christine Myers-Tegeder Validated Ministry 
Andrew O’Dowd H Retired 
Irene Pak Validated Ministry 
Christopher Pritchett Validated Ministry 
Catherine Putnam-Netto H Retired 
Nathan Sautter Validated Ministry 
Catherine Schreiber Validated Ministry 
Robert Sheldon H Retired 
H. Jeffrey Silliman H Retired 
David Stellmon H Retired 
Ken Tracy H Retired 
Hansen Wendlandt Validated Ministry 
Jamie White Validated Ministry 
Dolores Wiens Temporary Member 
Scott Wipperman Validated Ministry 
Laura (Stellmon) Wood Validated Ministry 
TOTAL 44 
Other Ministers on the Roll – Non Resident 
Elaine Jo Besthorn H Retired 
David Crockett H Retired 
Lesley Davies H Retired 
David Henry H Retired 
Thomas Holslag H Retired 
Nancy Holve H Retired 
S. Kent Ikeda H Retired 
Darlene Makin H Retired 
Jonathan Schmick H Retired 
Malcolm Toriumi H Retired 
TOTAL 10 
Churches as of December 31, 2024 20 
American Fork, Community 
Brigham City, Community 
Cedar City, Community 
Delta, Community 
Kanab/Fredonia 
Logan, First 
Ogden, First 
Ogden, Japanese 
Ogden, Trinity 
Richfield, Valley Community 
Salt Lake City, First 
Salt Lake City, Cottonwood 
Salt Lake City, Japanese Christian 
Salt Lake City, Korean Presbyterian Church of Utah 
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Salt Lake City, Mt. Olympus 
Salt Lake City, Wasatch 
Sandy, Community of Grace 
Springville, Community 
St. George, Good Shepherd 
Preston, Idaho, Community 
Inquirers and Candidates for Ministry 4 
Kelsey Bruinwood 
April Hewes 
Jared McClure 
Gavin Puckett 
Commissioned Ruling Elders/Lay Pastors 6 
Marilynn Collins 
Evan Day 
Kirk Probasco 
Bobbie Ramer 
Linda Skogrand 
Peter Stirba 
Members of the Permanent Judicial Commission Whose Terms have Expired Within the Last Six Years 
2024 MWS Ralph Clingan 
RE David Keene 
RE David Patton 
2020 MWS Andrew O’Dowd 
RE Curt Singleton 
2018 RE Andrew Buffmire 
MWS Nancy Cormack-Hughes 
RE Jeanette Swent 
Presbytery Balance of Ministers and Ruling Elders 
Total Ministers on Roll 54 Churches 1 RE each 20 
Non-resident Ministers -10 RE Presbytery Members 6 
Local HR Ministers -17 CRE 6 
HR Ministers attending 
meetings in 2018 + 4 
Total Ministers 31 Total Ruling Elders 32 
 
Move to approve the Stated Clerks report 
MSP 
 
Additional Business to come before the Presbytery: 
Barbara Walsh shared about a Mission trip in 2023 to the border. If anyone would like them to come speak at 
their church please reach out to her 
 
Pulpit Exchange:  
Scheduled for June 1st: 
Cottonwood: Jared Stephens 
Trinity: Hansen Wendlandt 
Logan: Jon Draskovic 
First Pres Ogden: Daniel Haas 
Springville, Timm High 
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Kanab: Nathan Sautter 
COG: Derek Forbes 
OCC: Scott Wipperman 
Cedar: Bobbie Ramer 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next Stated meeting of the Presbytery of Utah will be held July 19, 2025, at 9:00 am via zoom. 
 

 
MSP to adjourn. 
 
Bobbie adjourned the meeting with prayer at 12:24 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                          _____________________________________ 
Candice Sweet      Jennifer Broadwell 
Stated Clerk      Recording Clerk 

 

 

 

  


