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Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Utah  November 1, 2025 

Minutes of the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Utah 
November 1, 2025 

 
The Presbytery meeting was held at Trinity.   Participants received documents and instructions prior to the 
meeting.   
 
CLP Bobbie Ramer, Moderator opened the meeting with prayer at 9:08 am. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The roll was called and the Interim Stated Clerk declared a quorum present. 
 

Teaching Elders     

P = Present               E = Excused               A = Absent 

 March July August November 

Allen, Noel E E E E 

Annunciacao, Gerson E E E E 

Bartlett, Jan E E 
 

E E 

Clang, Michael E P E E 

Clingan, Ralph P P E P 

Cormack-Hughes, Nancy E E E E 

Delong, Stan P P A A 

Draskovic, Jon P E P P 

Eddy, Robyn P P A P 

Fleishman, Andrew P A P A 

Forbes, Derek P P P P 

Haas, Daniel A P A A 

Haas-Melchior, Mirjam P P P P 

Hall, Monica A A A E 

Hammond, Alan E E E P 

Han, ManSik A A A E 

High, Timm P P A A 

Hughes, Phil E A A A 

Imperiale, Mike E A A A 

Jean-Mary, Michelle P E P P 

Kalvesmaki, Ken E E E E 

Lee, David E E E E 

Lee, Irene Pak P P P A 

Lower, George E 
 

E E E 

Magill, Breanne E A E E 

Memmott, Virginia E E E E 

Moler, Martha P P E E 

Myers-Tegeder, Christine E E E P 

O’Dowd, Andrew P P P P 

Pritchett, Chris E P A P 

Putnam-Netto, Catherine E E E E 

Sautter, Nathan P P P P 
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Schreiber, Catherine E E E P 

Sheldon, Bob A A A A 

Teaching Elders (cont.) March July August November 

Silliman, Jeff P E E P 

Stellmon, David E A A E 

Tracy, Ken E E E E 

Wendlandt, Hansen P P A P 

White, Jamie P A P E 

Wipperman, Scott P A P P 

Wood, Laura E E A E 
 
 
 

Ruling Elder Commissioners   

 March July August November 

American Fork Pamela Spitzer Ruth Broughton Pamela Spitzer Ruth Broughton 

Brigham City Barbara Findley Barbara Findley Barbara Findley Barbara Findley 

Cedar City None None None Amarante Vasquez 

Delta None None None None 

Kanab None None None None 

Logan None None None None 

Ogden Christian Shelly Oda None 
 

None 
 

None 

Ogden First Jim Sweet 
 

Jim Sweet Jim Sweet None 

Ogden Trinity Marlene Waters Marlene Waters None Marlene Waters 

Richfield Ken Elmore Ken Elmore Ken Elmore Ken Elmore 

SLC Cottonwood Barbara White Barbara White None Barbara White 

SLC First Carolyn Chase Carolyn Chase Carolyn Chase Carolyn Chase 

SLC Japanese Nancy Umemura Nancy Umemura Nancy Umemura None 

SLC Korean None None None None 

SLC Mt. Olympus Carol Day None Carol Day Carol Day 

SLC Wasatch Jackie Solon Jackie Solon Jackie Solon Loyda Kyremes 
Sandy Community of Grace Lynn Erickson Lynn Erickson Lynn Erickson Lynn Erickson 

Springville Barbara Walsh Barbara Walsh Barbara Walsh Barbara Walsh 

St. George Good Shepherd Ruthanne Skinner Ruthanne Skinner None Ruthanne Skinner 

Preston None None None None 
 
 

Commissioner 
Position 

Commissioner 
Name 

March July August November 

Stated Clerk Candice Sweet P E P N/A 

Treasurer Tim Fluetsch P P P P 

      

     

Moderator, 
Presbytery of Utah 

Bobbie Ramer P P P  P 

Moderator, 
Coordinating 
Council 

Derek Forbes P P P P 

Moderator, 
Presbyterian 
Women 

Loyda Kyremes P P E 
p 

P 

RE Member of 
Council 

Lonnie Baskett P E P P 

RE Member of 
Council 

Jeremy Cunnigham P P P P 
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CLPs / CREs March July August November    

     

Collins, Marilynn A P P E    

Day, Evan P E P P    

Probasco, Kirk A A A P    

Ramer, Bobbie P P P P    

Skogrand, Linda E P E     

Stirba, Peter E P P E    

        

Candidates / 
Inquirers 

March July August November    

     

Bruinwood, Kelsey A A A E    

McClure, Jared A A A     

Newport, Teresa A A A     

Puckett, Gavin A A A     

        

        

Guests and Other 
Attendants 

     

      

      

      

      

      

      

       

Staff March July August November    

Broadwell, Jennifer P P P P    

Wiley-Drake, Nate P P P P    

 
Land acknowledgment- Read by Scott Wipperman 
 
SEATING NEW/CORRESPONDING MEMBERS: 
Rev. Eugene Son, Korean Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Celeste Lasich, Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church 
 
WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER- Presbytery of Utah Youth 
The offering will go to Catholic Community Services 
 
Time of Remembrance for Stated Clerk, Candice Sweet 
Chris Myers-Tegeder, Christine Humphrey, Derek Forbes, and Mirjam Haas-Melchior spoke of their memories 
of Candice. 
 
Education- Towards right relationships with Native Peoples 
Paula Palmer hosted a workshop to better understand relationships with native people. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
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Motion to approve agenda with correction from Overture to Resolution and move COM report ahead of 
council. 
MSP 
 
 
 
Business: 

• Resolution on the Israel/Palestinian Hostility: Our Kairos Moment 
Hansen discussed how this resolution came about from his congregation. Tim Fleutsch spoke in favor 
of this resolution. Hansen Wendlandt also spoke in favor of this resolution.  
Jeremy Cunningham spoke about how the conflict started. 
Motion to move the resolution forward 
MSP 

• Reimagine the future of the Presbytery of Utah 
Mirjam spoke about the steps the Presbytery if taking to restructure the Presbytery. A small taskforce 
has been established to reimagine the structure of the Presbytery. There are three steps that we will 
be going through. Looking back, looking at current ministries and looking forward.  

  
REPORTS: 
Committee on Ministry Report: 
The Committee On Ministry last met on October 10, 2025. The Committee On Ministry will be meeting 
November 13, 2025 
At that meeting COM acted to: 
Approved the Terms of Call as Interim Pastor of the Community Presbyterian Church of Cedar City, Utah to the 
Rev. Schuyler Rhodes. 
Approved the Rev. Schuyler Rhodes as Moderator of CPC Session effective immediately. 
Approved the Honorable Retirement of Rev. Laura Wood from Brigham City Presbyterian Church and approved 
Rev. Wood’s transfer to the Presbytery of Yellowstone. 
Approved, if the way be clear, the transfer of Rev. Monica Hall to the Presbytery of Wyoming. 
Review and updated the CLP program guidelines which will come before COM for final approval at COM’s 
November meeting. 
Rev. Eugene Son, pastor of the Korean Presbyterian Church of Salt Lake has announced his Installation Service 
will take place Nov. 16, 2025 at 4:00 PM 
Reviewed and assigned for care the retired clergy and those clergy currently serving in non-parish positions. 
Heard and reviewed reports of the churches of the Presbytery or Utah 
Committee On Ministry brings no actions for Presbytery’s consideration at this meeting. 

 
Respectfully Submitted 
Rev. Dr. Ralph Clingan HR 
Moderator 
Committee On Ministry 
 
 
Coordinating Council: 

The Coordinating Council met on August 7th, September 18th, and again on October 16th, 2025.  
Dates for 2026 Presbytery Assembly meetings have been set: 
March 7 
July 11 
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November 7 
The Coordinating Council passed a motion to move the Executive Presbyter to an installed position (a 
called position like that of our pastors), rather than a position elected for a certain term. This requires 
Presbytery approval. 
The Coordinating Council passed a motion to establish 3-year terms for all other Presbytery positions 
(Stated Clerk, Treasurer, Youth Director, and Administrator). This requires Presbytery approval. 
The Coordinating Council passed a motion to send EP Terms-of-Call to the Presbytery Assembly for a 
vote. Those terms-of-call are as follows: 
Salary:                                   $24.00 
Housing:                                $58,400.00 
Supplemental Allowances     $3,399.00 
Board of Pension:                 $6,182.30 
Professional Expense:          $9,295.00 
Total cost to Presbytery of Utah:    $77,300.30 
30 days vacation 
14 days Continuing Education 
12 weeks paid medical leave 
a PDF with the details is attached to this report 
The Coordinating Council passed a motion to send a request to the Presbytery Assembly to increase a 
per capita amount in 2026 to offset financial shortcomings. The details of that per capita increase 
request are as follows: 
per capita requested rate increase from $31.00 ($45.84 total) to $40.81 ($55.07 total). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Derek Forbes 
pastor, First Presbyterian Church of Logan 
Moderator of Coordinating Council 
Prior to the Presbytery meeting Coordinating Council met to elect Mirjam Haas-Melchior as the Interim 
Stated Clerk 
 
Motion : 
In the personnel section of the presbytery manual: 
 
When staff positions in the Presbytery become vacant, excluding the Executive Presbyter, the 
personnel committee will perform all services necessary to select a replacement, and, for the positions 
that require further approval, make recommendations as follows:  
Stated Clerk, Treasurer, Youth Director, and Administrator shall be elected by the Presbytery for three 
year renewable terms. Personnel committee, in consultation with the coordinating council, shall 
determine whether to recommend to presbytery an incumbent for reelection to another term.  
The Executive Presbyter shall be nominated by a search team for election by the Presbytery. This is a 
permanent called position. At least one member of personnel committee, and one member of the 
coordinating council shall be included on the search team. 
Motion to change all staff to elected 3 year terms. Which does not affect current staff. 
MSP 
1-opposed  
 
Motion: 
In the Staff section of the presbytery manual: 
Executive Presbyter 
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1) The Executive Presbyter shall be elected by the Presbytery to a permanent call, having been 
nominated to this office by a representative search committee.  
2) Duties/responsibilities of the Executive Presbyter will be as follows:  
o   Assist the Presbytery in the development of a comprehensive strategy permission.  
o   Assist and serve as a resource to the committees/commissions of the Presbytery in the 
implementation of strategic strategy for mission.  
o   Council local churches and pastors.  
o   Assist in the relating of the program of the Presbytery with the programs of the Synod and General 
Assembly.  
Motion to change the administration manual for the Executive Presbytery from an elected position 
to a permanent called position 
MSP 
1-abstencenion  
 
Motion to Elect and Install Mirjam Haas-Melchior as the Executive Presbyter 
MSP 
 
Tim spoke about the reason we are recommending to increasing Per Capita. Discussion was had about 
what per capita covers in the presbytery. 

 Motion:  
 To approve the suggested increase to $55.07 for 2026 Per Capita 
 MSP 
Ralph Clingan spoke as the moderator of the Personnel committee to advise that they are beginning the search 
for a new stated clerk and a survey will be sent to clerks, pastors and staff as to what their needs are for a 
stated clerk. 
 
Finance and Treasurer’s Report 
Presbytery of Utah 
Proposed 2026 Budget 
Key assumptions: 

• 3.2% COLA increase for staff. 

• 3% cost increase for most other expense items. 

• Board of Pensions expense based on Board of Pensions schedule for 2026. 

• Increased Council, and COM expense to reflect increased attendee travel expenses. 

• GA and Synod per capita based on previously announced rates for 2026. 

• Per capita based on 2024 membership. 

• Recommended Presbytery Per Capta rate increased to: 
o Offset decrease in 2024 membership from 2023 - $1.65. 
o Increase to cover increased per capita fund item costs - $9.81. This doesn’t itself decrease the per 

capita deficit. It merely covers the change in the per capita expenses.. 
Key Outcomes: 

• Presbytery Per Capita rate increases from $31.00 ($45.84 total) to $40.81 ($55.07 total). 
• Total income increases $12,730, 6.5% from 2025 budget; increase $30,135, 16.9% 

• from adjusted actual (7 months actual plus 6 months budget). 
• Payroll increases $2,069, 1% from 2025 budget, $11,248, 6% from 2025 adjusted actual. 
• Total expenses decrease $10,893, 3.8% from 2025 budget; increase $9,882, 3.7% from 2025 adjusted 

actual (7 months actual plus 5 months budget). 
• Per Capita deficit $21,187. Compared to 2025 deficit of $20,990. 
• Mission deficit $47,345. Compared to 2025 deficit of $71,817. 
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• Combined deficit $69,181. Compared to 2025 deficit of $92,807. 
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Motion to accept September financial report 
MSP 
Motion to approve the budget 2026 
MSP 
Committee on Preparations for Ministry: 
Jared McClure (Mt. Olympus) inquirer finished his psychological evaluation and is continuing his studies for an 
MDiv at Pittsburgh seminary. 
Kelsey Bruinwood (Community of Grace) is a candidate and will meet with committee for her annual 
consultation in November and is awaiting her final exam results and CPE. 
Gavin Puckett (Cedar City) inquirer will have had his annual consultation with the committee in August, and we 
had wonderful conversation, and he is progressing well with his studies and the process.  He will be taking the 
Bible Content Exam and psychological evaluation in the coming months along with continuing his studies at 
Louisville Seminary. 
Robby Higgins (FPC SLC) inquirer received the results of his psychological evaluation and met with the 
committee in August.  Both Robby and the committee decided to enter a time of discernment around whether 
he is called to pastoral ministry.  We will meet with him in November to follow up on that discernment and 
next steps. 
April Hewes (Wasatch) candidate who is studying for her DMin at San Francisco Seminary.  The committee had 
their annual consultation with April in October and received an update about when she will take her ordination 
exams and the work she is doing to become a board certified chaplain. 
Eric Gray (FPC SLC) inquirer began his first year of study for his MDiv at Duke Theological School this fall and 
will have his annual consultation with the committee in February. 
The Committee is researching other practitioner options for referring inquirers for their psychological 
evaluation. 
The Committee nominated Marilynn Collins and Daniel Haas to read Ordination Exams on our behalf during 
the October Examination week.  We are grateful to both for doing this work for our Presbytery. 

 
Submitted by Nathan Sautter, Moderator 
 
Committee on Nominations and Representation: 
Moderator Jeremy Cunningham 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Teaching Elder Reverend Nathan Stautter class of 2028 moderator 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry Ruling Elder Nancy Jerome Class of 2028 
Committee on Ministry 
Committee on Ministry teaching elder Rev. Dr. Ralph Clingan class of 2028 moderator 
Committee on Ministry Ruling Elder Pat Holmes Class of 2028 
Committee on Ministry Ruling Elder Lynn Erickson Class of 2028 
Coordinating Council 
Coordinating Council Ruling Elder Loyda Kyremes Class of 2028 
Coordinating Council Teaching Elder Robyn Eddy Class of 2028 
Synod Commissioner 
Synod Commissioner Teaching Elder Rev. Dr.  Daniel Haas Class of 2026 
Motion to approve slate of nominations for Committee on Preparations for Ministry, Committee on 
Ministry, Coordinating Council and Synod Commissioner 
MSP 
General Assembly Commissioners  
General Assembly Commissioner Minister commissioner Reverend Andy O’Dowd/ Reverend Scott Wipperman 
class of 2026 
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General Assembly Commissioner Ruling Elder Commissioner Jim Sweet 
 Alternate Ruthanne Skinner class of 2026 
General Assembly young adult Advisory Delegate Elliot Vasquez 
Alternate Marie Haas class of 2026 
Motion to accept slate of nominations for General Assembly 
MSP 
 
Youth of Utah Presbytery Report: 
Our next YUP event is actually happening right now. You heard the youth share some 
stories about their experiences at Triennium at our Worship earlier. Next, the youth 
will remain here at Trinity, doing some service projects and hanging out. We’ll sleep 
over and then help again with worship Sunday morning. 
Peace - 
Nate Wiley-Drake 
(he/him) 
Youth Director Presbytery of Utah 
 
Innovative Outreach Working Group: 
This group gives out grants for ministries and projects that are going on in churches. This is to help church 
congregations with trying new ways to outreach in their communities. 
 
Presbyterian Women: 
The Presbyterian women met in June in Colorado. While they were in Colorado, they raised $928 for a girls 
resource center and donated school supplies and $240 for schools. For their fall meeting they shared their 
experiences from the summer meeting.  
 
Executive Presbyter report  
It has been a wild ride over the past five years. 
When I first stepped into the role of Executive Presbyter, I had little idea what to expect, what to do, or how to 
fully live into this calling. I was honored to be entrusted with this responsibility, and slowly, through grace and 
growth, I found my footing. Over time, I grew into the role—and what a journey it has been. 
During these five years, the Presbytery of Utah embraced its identity as a Matthew 25 Presbytery. Many of our 
congregations followed that call, and together we bore witness to this commitment through education, 
workshops, book clubs, and public advocacy. We stood and continue to stand alongside those who are 
marginalized, oppressed, and excluded, raising our voices in solidarity and faith. 
We called nine pastors during this time, and we launched PreachBnB to provide pastoral care and pulpit supply 
to our smaller churches. More recently, we improved our Commissioned Lay Pastor (CLP) program, which has 
allowed us to better support congregations through the dedication and service of our CLPs. 
I’ve had the privilege of walking alongside pastors, supporting churches in times of crisis, and celebrating 
sacred moments such as ordinations, installations, and retirements. Each of these experiences has been deeply 
meaningful and a testament to the vitality of our shared ministry. 
We welcomed a new worshiping community into our Presbytery, and our Young Adult Ministry is now growing 
in four locations across Utah. As I like to refer to us as one church spread across twenty-two locations, we have 
grown closer—joining in each other’s ministries and building deeper connections. We are seeing growth in 
membership, and our churches are flourishing as we continue to witness God’s justice and love throughout our 
state. 
There have been transitions, too. We said goodbye to our Administrator, Treasurer, and Youth Director, and 
while those farewells were bittersweet, we were blessed to fill those roles with wonderful people who have 
helped our team remain strong and productive. As faithful stewards of the resources we receive from our 
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congregations, we transitioned from a physical office to a virtual one. Our staff continues to meet weekly to 
maintain our good work for the Presbytery, and we are deeply grateful to the churches that have hosted our 
committee meetings. Their hospitality reflects the strong relationships we’ve built over the years. 
Perhaps the most significant achievement of this period was hosting last year’s General Assembly. We came 
together from across Utah to welcome the wider PC(USA), and the impact was profound. People still talk about 
the hospitality and vibrancy of our Presbytery. Our goal was to bring awareness to the wider church that we 
are here, that we are faithful, active, and vibrant—and we succeeded. 
These past five years have been filled with joy, growth, and grace. I have preached, listened, initiated new 
ministries, and shared in your journeys. I am grateful for every step and every moment, and I look forward to 
continuing this work with all of you—with hope, with faith, and with love. 
Respectfully submitted 
Rev. Dr. Mirjam Haas-Melchior 
 
We are starting a newsletter set to begin in January 2026.  
As the interim stated clerk. Minutes from 2024 are due. Minutes from 2025 are also due and we would like to 
review them in the first quarter of 2025. 
 
Michelle Jean-Mary was installed as the new moderator for 2026. 
Mirjam Haas-Melchior was installed as the Executive Presbytery. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next Stated meeting of the Presbytery of Utah will be held March 7, 2026, at 9:00 am at Community of 
Grace Presbyterian Church. 
 

 
MSP to adjourn. 
 
Bobbie adjourned the meeting with prayer at 2:20 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                          _____________________________________ 
Rev. Dr. Mirjam Haas-Melchior                                                                             Jennifer Broadwell 
Interim- Stated Clerk                              Recording Clerk 

 

 

 

  


